-WHY DO THEY FIT THE MOLD OF AN ABSOLUTE MONARCH?-
	Charles V
	Philip II of Spain
	Louis XIV of France
	Peter the Great
	Catherine the Great

	*1516-1556

*Inherited kingdom through his grandparents

*Became Holy Roman Emperor in 1519

*Signed the Peace of Augsburg in 1555

     -Allowed German

     princes to choose the

     religion of their

     territory     
*Fought wars against the French and Ottoman Turks

*Abdicated the throne in 1556

*Divided his empire between his brother Ferdinand and son Philip
	*1556-1598

*Inherited Spain, Spanish colonies, Naples, and the Spanish Netherlands from his father, Charles V

*Believed in divine right

*Felt his mission was to restore the unity of the Catholic Church

*Fought many wars:
     -Netherlands

     -England

     -Ottoman Turks

*American gold and silver made Spain rich, but would eventually cause inflation and lead to its decline
	*1661-1715
*Took sole power of France at the age of 23

     -Believed in divine 
     right

     -”Sun king”

     -Believed no one was 

     his equal
*Appointed intendants to administer his policies

*Built palace at Versailles

*French became the language of European diplomats

*Imposed heavy taxes to pay for wars and luxury

*War of Spanish Succession 1701-1713

*Involved France in 30 years of war
	*1689-1725
*Traveled to Europe to study western customs and technology

*Instituted policy of modernization and westernization

*Hired Europeans to teach in Russia

*Forced the sons of nobles to study abroad

*Gained a warm water port to trade with Western Europe

*Built the city of St. Petersburg 

     -“Window to the sea”

*Made Russia a more modern and powerful nation
	*1762-1796
*Russia’s first Czarina

*Arranged the assassination of her husband, Peter II

*Gained the support of nobles and army officers

*Crushed a peasant rebellion

*Aggressive foreign policy

*Won a warm water port on the Black Sea

*Took the eastern part of Poland in 1772


